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I. Course Description 
Advanced Placement Calculus AB covers the same material as most colleges and universities cover in their first calculus course, 

usually called Calculus I. The pace is roughly the same as in the college courses. 

Course Standards  
Standards can be found at: https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-calculus-ab-and-bc-course-and-exam-

description.pdf?course=ap-calculus-bc 

 

II. Instructional Goals  
By the end of the course, students should be able to compute limits, compute and apply derivatives for rectangular functions, find 

and apply integrals, and solve separable differential equations. 

 

III. Fees & Explanation 
There are currently no fees for this course. 

 

IV. Textbook & Supplemental Materials 
The textbook for this course is Calculus (7th Edition) by James Stewart. The textbook is fairly new, so students are strongly 

encouraged to use book-covers in order to maintain their condition. Students who lose or return damaged textbooks at the end of the 

year will be fined accordingly. 

There are no supplemental texts, videos or supplementary readings for this class. 

Notes, calendars, links to helpful sites and other materials can be found at my web site (see link above). 

 

V. Other Requirements 
(1) A notebook. A 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper is recommended. Spiral-bound notebooks are acceptable. 

(2) An ample supply of pencils (pens are not allowed!). 

(3) A graphing calculator (the TI-83/4 series is recommended). 

 

VI. Major Curricular Topics / Instructional Organization 

First Quarter 
A Review of PreCalculus 

Limits, Continuity and Rates of Change 

Second Quarter Derivatives 

Third Quarter 
Applications of Derivatives 

Integrals and their Applications 

Fourth Quarter 

Differential Equations 

AP Exam 

Post-Exam Topic (TBA) 

Please visit my website for a more detailed calendar of events. 

 

The primary mode of instruction is lecture and demonstration followed by guided practice and assigned independent practice. 

Students may be called on to respond in class or to go to the board to work problems. If time permits, guided practice may be 

conducted with students working in pairs. 

 

VII. Course Grading Policies, Assessments, & Procedures 
Assessment Categories: Assignments, Quizzes, Tests, Exams. 

Assignments include in-class problem activities and assigned take-home problems. Assignments will have small possible point 

values (less than 10 points each). There may be 1 or 2 assignments per instructional unit, plus daily assigned problems (“homework”). 

Quizzes are short problem sets (1 - 5 easy/medium problems) which may be announced or unannounced. These are timed 

activities, usually lasting no more than 20 minutes. Quizzes will have moderate possible point values (less than 30 points each). There 

are usually 1 or 2 quizzes per instructional unit. 
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Tests are longer problem sets (5 - 15 problems of varying difficulty) which occur at the end of each instructional unit. These are 

timed activities, lasting no more than one class period. Tests will have high possible point values (usually 40 - 80 points each). Each 

test will typically cover one Chapter from the textbook. 

Exams are long problem sets (around 20 problems of varying difficulty) which occur at the end of each semester. These are timed 

activities, lasting no more than 90 minutes. Exams account for 20% of the semester grade. 

Quarter grades are found by dividing the earned points for that quarter by the total possible points for that quarter. Semester grades 

are found by multiplying each quarter grade by 0.40, multiplying the exam grade by 0.20, and adding the results. 

Homework assignments provide students with the opportunity to practice what has been learned. Homework will be assigned 

almost daily. Homework is checked periodically, but not every time. 

The initial grade on any item is not final! Students who disagree with a grade or believe that a “second chance” should be given on 

a graded item should schedule a conference with me.  

All students enrolled in this course will sit for the AP Exam on Tuesday 15 May 2018. In accordance with Board Policy IHCD-R, 

all students enrolled in Advanced Placement courses must take The College Board administered examination. Refusal to participate in 

the AP exam will result in the course weight dropping from AP weight to honors weight. 

Exam exemption (semester and final exams, not AP exams) is offered for students who have excellent attendance. Eligibility 

criteria and procedures are provided in the student handbook and in class meetings. For those students choosing an exemption, 

student's exam grade will be entered as the average of the two nine weeks grades. 

Letter Grade Numerical Average 

A 90 – 100 

B 80 – 89 

C 70 – 79 

D 60 – 69 

F Below 60 

 

VIII. Absences and Make-Up Policies  
“Students will be permitted to make-up work missed due to an absence. If the student misses 1 day, the make-up work must be 

completed within 2 school days. If the student misses 2 or more consecutive days, the make-up work must be completed with 5 school 

days. If circumstances dictate that the material which had been missed requires more time to be made up, the teacher will have the 

discretion to extend the deadline. 

“Students who miss a test, quiz, or other class work due to an absence will need to make up the work after school or at a time 

agreed upon with the teacher within five days of returning to school. If at all possible, a test or other major assignment missed due to a 

prearranged absence should be completed before the absence occurs.  

“Students are strongly encouraged to record all assignments, dates, and grades. Absent students are expected to contact the teacher 

or a classmate to collect the assignments they miss. Ultimately, it is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all work, especially 

assignments missed due to an absence, is completed in a timely manner.” 

 

IX. Academic Assistance and Suggestions for Success 
Academic Assistance is available by appointment. I am generally available on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings 

between 7:30am and 8am. I am also generally available on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons between 3:45pm and 

5:00pm. Finally, I am available during the Extended Learning Time (ELT) on Mondays and Thursdays (11:26 - 11:55). 

Students should check my personal calendar (available on my website) before making an appointment. 

Doing homework is the best way to keep up with the course. Quizzes and other assignments serve to keep previously learned skills 

sharp.  

The best way to review for tests is to work out old homework problems and to try other unassigned problems. I plan to provide 

students with a class period to ask any questions about the upcoming test. 

Attendance is a major factor in student success. Students should make every effort to attend every class throughout the year—

absences should be strictly avoided, except in emergencies. 

 

X. Classroom Management Plan / Classroom Expectations  
I believe that my students are capable of obeying the rules, and that any infractions are either the result of misinformation or 

choice. 

In order to eliminate misinformation, here are the additional (beyond district and school) rules for my classroom: 

1: Students must bring all required materials—pencil, paper, calculator, textbook and ChromeBook—to every 

class meeting. 

2: All graded work must be completed in pencil. 

3: Students must not play games or use social media on their electronic devices. 

4: Students must use electronic devices only when authorized to do so. 

As a point of clarification: sleeping and other off-task behavior is not allowed. I believe that these behaviors fall under the 

“Respect” category; i.e., those who engage in these behaviors are being disrespectful to the instructor. Demonstrating respect is not a 

class-specific rule; it is a district-wide rule. 



 

 

Also…“electronic devices” includes notebook and tablet computers, graphing calculators, audio players, phones, gaming systems, 

etc. 

 

When a student chooses to break a rule, the following consequences apply: 

First Offense Warning 

Subsequent Offenses 15 minutes detention per offense 

Severe/Persistent Disruptions Discipline Referral/Removal from Class 

In addition, I reserve the right to clear calculator memory at any time. 

 

Students are expected to bring their graphing calculator to every class meeting—it will be used almost every class period! 

Students may use their ChromeBooks to take notes in class and to complete most take-home assignments. Each student will be 

expected to have their ChromeBook with them on a daily basis. Their ChromeBook should be charged. Students who do not have a 

charged ChromeBook in class may be referred to their administrator for disciplinary action. 

 

The best way to contact me is through e-mail ( LHOLLOMA@LEXRICH5.ORG ). It is my intention to contact parents and guardians 

via e-mail as well. For those that do not have e-mail access, I intend to communicate through the US Postal Service. 
 

XI. Honor Code 
“In order to foster an environment of mutual trust & respect, we believe, within the community of School District 5 of Lexington & 

Richland counties, each individual should accept the personal responsibility to exhibit & promote academic & social integrity. (Policy 

IKABA) The Academic Honesty Policy is implemented to ensure students submit credible work that is evident of their content 

mastery. Students should complete their own work and be evaluated based upon its originality. Every effort should be made to avoid 

academic dishonesty and misconduct in all its forms, including plagiarism, fabrication or falsification, cheating, and other academic 

misconduct.” 
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